Environments of Mobility in Canadian History – Call for Expressions of Interest

The environment has played a profoundly important role in shaping the movement of people, objects, and ideas in Canadian history. In turn, mobility (travel, transport, and traffic) has had significant impacts on the environment, both in materially tangible ways and in terms of how people have perceived and experienced Canada’s varied landscapes.

Canadian scholars have a long tradition of examining mobility and the environment in the context of moving hinterland resources to metropolitan markets. However, there are many other aspects of the complex relationship between environments and mobility that deserve closer scrutiny. This is a timely moment to broaden and build on the existing Canadian literature in this area, for in addition to environmental history’s emergence as a field of study in this country, recent international developments in sociology, geography, and technology studies have argued that mobility should be brought to the foreground of the humanities and social sciences. We therefore invite scholars from all fields and all parts of the country to contribute papers to an edited collection that will explore natural and built environments of mobility in Canada’s past. The goal of the collection is to interrogate how the connections between mobility and the environment have shaped Canada’s diverse regions and peoples.
We invite papers on a wide spectrum of historical topics, such as:

- the environmental consequences of specific modes of mobility (including walking, canoes, ships, bicycles, railways, automobiles, urban transit, air travel)

- the impact of mobility on plant and animal life, soils, and bodies of water

- mobility and the seasons

- recreational mobility’s impact on the environment

- mobility’s uneven environmental effects on different social groups

- how mobility, landscape, and the environment have been bound up with local, regional, and social identities

- travel, tourism, and landscape experience

- the culture of commodity flows

- mobility, environment, and state formation

- mobility’s role in shaping Canadian social, scientific, and environmental thought

- the challenges of moving through ‘dangerous’ environments

- mobility and (sub)urban environments


A workshop will be held in Toronto at York University’s Glendon campus in early May 2011. Participants will be asked to write a rough draft of their paper for pre-circulation in order to facilitate useful commentary on each paper. The ultimate aim of the workshop is to create a series of papers for publication in an edited collection on environments of mobility in Canadian history.
Please contact us with expressions of interest by July 15, 2010. For more information, send queries to ben.bradley@queensu.ca. 
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